
Introduction
FeelingUtopia

Amapoftheworldthat doesnotincludeutopiaisnotworthglancingat.
‐Osca rWilde

QUEERNESS IS NOT yet here. Queemess is an ideality. Put another
way, we are not yet queer.We may never touch queemess, but we can feel
it asthe warm illuminationof ahorizon imbuedwith potentiality.Wehave
never been queer, yet queemess exists for us asan ideality that can be dis‑
tilled from the past and used to imagine a future. The future is queemess’s
domain. Queemess is a structuring and educated mode of desiring that al‑
lows us to see and feel beyond the quagmire of the present. The here and
nowis aprisonhouse.Wemust strive, in the face of thehereandnow’s total‑
izingrenderingof reality,to thinkandfeelathen and there.Somewill say that
all we have are the pleasures of this moment, but we must never settle for
that minimal transport; wemust dreamand enact new andbetter pleasures,
otherways ofbeingin theworld, andultimatelynewworlds. Queemess isa
longingthatpropelsus onward,beyondromances of the negativeandtoiling
in the present. Queemess is that thing that lets us feel that this world is not
enough, that indeedsomething ismissing.Oftenwecan glimpse theworlds
proposedandpromisedby queemess in the realmof the aesthetic. The aes‑
thetic,especiallythe queeraesthetic,frequentlycontainsblueprintsandsche‑
mata of aforward-dawning futurity. Both the ornamental and the quotidian
can contain amapof the utopia that is queerness.Turningto the aesthetic in
the case of queemess is nothinglike an escape from the social realm, insofar
asqueer aestheticsmap future social relations.Queemess is also aperforma‑
tive because it is not simply abeingbut a doing for and toward the future.
Queemess is essentially about the rejectionof ahere and nowandaninsis‑
tence onpotentialityor concrete possibility for anotherworld.


